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1. (S)  Key  Points:  — In  a recent  four-day  visit  to  northern  Sinai,  emboffs  observed  increased  Egyptian  security  presence  at  entry  points  into  £ 

2. (S)  Comment:  The  lack  of  development  in  central  Sinai  continues  to  affect  northern  Sinai.  Numerous  Bedouin  encampments  have  sprung  up  along  t 

3. (C)  Poloff  and  LES  during  the  recent  four-day  visit  to  the  Sinai  and  based  on  seven  visits  over  the  past  12  months  observed  that  the  Governme 

4. (S/NF)  XXXXXXXXXXXX  told  us  that  food,  electrical  appliances  and  other  goods  from  Cairo  were  no  longer  reaching  El  Arish  due  to  increased  sec 

5. (S/NF)  XXXXXXXXXXXX  stated  that  all  families  in  El  Arish  have  firearms  to  protect  them  from  the  central  Sinai  Bedouin  because  Egyptian  police 

6. (S/NF)  XXXXXXXXXXXX  said  Bedouin  control  central  Sinai  because  they  are  better  armed  than  the  Egyptian  military.  He  described  these  Bedouin  s 

7. (S/NF)  XXXXXXXXXXXX  stated  that  despite  increased  GoE  efforts,  goods  are  moving  through  tunnels  into  Gaza  as  well  as  across  the  Egypt-Israel 

8. (S/NF)  XXXXXXXXXXXX  said  smuggling  will  be  very  difficult  to  stop  because  there  are  no  other  employment  options  in  central  Sinai  and  the  Bede 

9. (S/NF)  XXXXXXXXXXXX  said  the  trafficking  of  contraband  through  the  tunnels  and  over  the  Egypt-Israel  border  originates  with  Bedouin  in  centra 

10. (SBU)  An  American  contractor,  resident  in  Sinai  said  a prolonged  drought  in  central  Sinai  is  forcing  nomadic  Bedouin  from  central  Sinai  to  it 

11. (S/NF)  XXXXXXXXXXXX  maintained  that  the  lack  development  in  central  Sinai  is  causing  people  to  migrate  from  central  Sinai  to  cities  in  north 

12.  (C)  XXXXXXXXXXXX  told  us  "social  engineering"  was  needed  to  resolve  problems  between  the  Bedouin  population  and  Egyptian  officials.  He  said 

13. (S/NF)  XXXXXXXXXXXX  told  us  that  government  officials  in  the  Sinai  misuse  their  ability  to  detain.  He  said  police  and  military  routinely  ari 

14. (S/NF)  XXXXXXXXXXXX  agreed  Bedouin  feelings  of  neglect  and  marginalization  in  central  Sinai  have  led  to  recent  protests  and  conflict  (reftel 

15. (SBU)  The  contacts  we  talked  with  see  the  potential  for  the  USG  to  help  in  the  development  of  livelihoods  in  the  Sinai  and  most  were  excited 

16 .  (S/NF) XXXXXXXXXXXX  encouraged  the  USG  to  involve  local  NGOs,  a step  critical  in  creating  a sense  of  ownership,  developing  local  capacity,  ar 


